Orchard Garden Hotel Wins LEED Certification
San Francisco’s first hotel certified ‘green’

(SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.) – June 26, 2007 – The Orchard Garden Hotel has been awarded LEED® (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) certification by the U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC). San Francisco’s first hotel to earn this honor, the Orchard Garden is only the third hotel in the U.S. and fourth hotel in the world with this certification. LEED is the USGBC’s leading edge system for designing and constructing the world’s greenest, energy-efficient, high performing buildings.

The $25 million new construction, the first of a new generation of hotels, opened late winter 2006. The 86-room boutique hotel is set in the heart of San Francisco—just one block from Union Square, steps away from the Chinatown gate and around the corner from the Financial District.

Inspiration for the hotel comes from its 83-year-old owner, Mrs. S.C. Huang. She is passionate about clean environments, after the untimely cancer-related deaths of three family members, and has devoted herself to creating an environmentally safe and sustainable hotel.

“Mrs. S.C. Huang, pursued a LEED certification for several important reasons,” said Stefan Mühle, general manager. “Studies prove that LEED certified buildings have lower operating costs, higher employee productivity, and happier, healthier occupants. We’re extremely proud to set a national example by being one of the first to open the next generation of hotels.”

The Orchard Garden Hotel was designed to achieve LEED certification for energy use, lighting, water and material use as well as incorporating a variety of other sustainable strategies. It verifies environmental performance, occupant health and financial return. LEED was established for market leaders to design and construct buildings that protect and save precious resources while also making good economic sense.  

“The Orchard Garden Hotel is a facility that the community, its customers and employees can be proud of,” said Rick Fedrizzi, President, CEO, Founding Chair, U.S. Green Building Council. “The Orchard Garden Hotel is a showcase for energy-efficiency, health, and sustainability and will serve as an inspiration to others.”

LEED Certification was based on a number of green design and construction features that positively impact the project itself and the broader community. From the building’s framework and construction practices, to guest room and public space lighting and décor, to housekeeping, the Orchard Garden Hotel boasts environmentally sustainable practices that are unmatched in the hospitality industry. Architecture International designed the hotel, which was built by the green building team at Swinerton Builders. Eco-friendly construction materials include concrete made with fly ash, a byproduct of recycling coal, and wood certified by the Forest Stewardship Council as harvested in a sustainable manner. One environmentally sustainable building practice used during construction diverted debris from landfill disposal by redirecting recyclable material back to the manufacturing process.
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Architecture International worked with Luna Textiles to develop drapery, sheers, upholstery, coverlets and shower curtains in soothing, spa-inspired tones. All fabrics are made with recycled polyester and other textiles without chemicals and are machine-washed to avoid the chemicals that come with dry cleaning. Organic, citrus-based cleaning products are used throughout the hotel, which are just as effective as harsh traditional cleaners, but better for the staff and the environment.

The building is well insulated resulting in less energy use for heating and air-conditioning and making the guest rooms very quiet. Water faucets and toilets are ‘low-flow,’ while specially designed carpets from Bentley Prince Street include recycled content and have low chemical emissions.

The hotel’s green practices also include chemical-free cleaning products, a 100% tobacco-free environment, recycled paper and soy-based inks, in-room recycling bins and the San Francisco debut of a guestroom key card energy control system. Its award-winning sister property, the Orchard Hotel, is currently registered for Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Certification for Existing Buildings (LEED-EB) from the USGBC.
About the U.S. Green Building Council

The U.S. Green Building Council is the nation’s leading non profit organization composed of corporations, builders, universities, federal and local agencies, and others  working together to promote buildings that are environmentally responsible, profitable and healthy places to live and work. Greenbuild as well as the LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System are projects of the USGBC.  For more information on the USGBC, visit www.usgbc.org.
About LEED

The LEED® (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System™ is a voluntary third party rating system where credits are earned for satisfying specified green building criteria. Projects are evaluated within six environmental categories: Sustainable Sites, Water Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and Resources, and Indoor Environmental Quality. Certified, Silver, Gold, and Platinum levels of green building certification are awarded based on the total credits earned. The LEED standard has been adopted nationwide by federal agencies, state and local governments, and interested private companies as the industry standard of measurement for green building.
About the Orchard Garden Hotel
The Orchard Garden Hotel is at 466 Bush Street and is a sister property to the award-winning Orchard Hotel at 665 Bush Street. Roots Restaurant — the Orchard Garden’s signature 56-seat restaurant and bar — offers breakfast, lunch and dinner featuring locally grown and raised products whenever possible, as well as a wide selection of fine wine and cocktails.
For reservations or information, please visit www.theorchardhotels.com or call toll-free 888/717-2881. The Orchard Hotel and Orchard Garden Hotel are proud members of Portfolio Hotels and Resorts, a collection of signature destination resorts and significant urban hotels. For more information, please visit www.portfoliohotels.com.
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